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Re: Proposed Chapter 4 Regulations PA- STATE BOARD
Graduation Competency Assessments OF EDUCATION

Dear Mr. Buckheit:

I am writing to express my opposition to regulations proposed by the State Board of Education
that essentially would mandate high stakes standardized high school exit exams. The Graduation
Competency Assessment (GCA) proposal would result in denial of diplomas to students if they
do not score "proficient" on statewide standardized tests.

Although the proposed regulations allow 1EP teams to exempt special education students from
scoring proficient to graduate, it does NOT provide for special education students to be
exempted from taking the tests. As a school principal, I have seen many learning support and/or
emotionally challenged children become distraught from taking standardized tests and there are
some who have just cried when placed into a pressured situation. We work hard at our school to
build children up and support their self-esteem. For children with disabilities, standardized tests
often jeopardize all that we believe is right for children. The individual child's trust in our
system is lost. If even this is just during a testing period, our integrity is jeopardized.

Also, special education students would be harmed as resources are diverted to the unnecessary
task of getting regular education students ready to score proficient on more standardized tests.
(If a class has 20 regular education students who will not graduate unless they score proficient,
and five IEP students who will graduate whether or not they score proficient, the pressure to
focus attention on the 20 regular education students will be extreme.)

As a parent of children under 8th grade in the state of Pennsylvania, I am highly concerned how
this will affect my daughters. There are millions of dollars about to be spent on the GAC
initiatives. Perhaps our educational system could be strengthened instead by allotting that money
towards parental involvement programs, smaller class sizes in the younger grades, and tutoring
and summer school programs. Please don't waste the money on more standardized testing when
we already have the PSSA's.



As a citizen of Pennsylvania, I'm highly concerned about what is going to happen to the students
who drop out because they feel sure they won't graduate if they have to score proficient on these
standardized exams, or who just haven't scored proficient on all of them by the end of their
senior year? Will they be out on the street? Will they be prevented from going on to college
without a high school diploma even if they can pass the college entrance exams? Will they be
unable to get a decent job without a high school diploma, even though they have proven over 12
years of education that they reliably came to school every day, reliably did their homework,
reliably worked as a team where appropriate, reliably researched and wrote in clear,
understandable language? Aside from the disastrous personal cost to the student, what are the
costs to the community in coping with these struggling young people? These questions deserve
attention.

Thank you for giving the appropriate level of support and attention to my concerns. You are
welcome to contact me directly if you would like to further discuss my position on these items.

Thinking of our children,

Dr. Melissa D. Patschke

School Principal
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